
217 Writing Skills ProgramOffice of Writing and Learning
The Writing Skills ProgramOffice of Writing and Learning, (OWL) a unit of Academic Programs, provides a free, one-on-one tutoring center learning support programs to assist Cal Poly students with in achieving success across any writing taska range of courses throughout the curriculum. The office administers the CSU Graduation Writing Requirement (GWR)is administered by this office, including coordination of the upper-division Writing Proficiency Examination (WPE)GWR Portfolio. OWL also oversees the written communication milestone for first time first-year students, ensuring accurate placement for first-year composition enrollment, including stretch composition courses for those whose multiple measures placement results indicate a need for additional writing support.The developmental writing courses for students who score low on the English Placement Test are coordinated from this office as well as the screening of unqualified students from freshman composition courses.
217.1 Graduation Writing Requirement
The Board of Trustees of the California State University has mandated a Graduation Writing Requirement (GWR) that all students earning undergraduate or graduate degrees in the CSU must be certified as proficient in writing at the upper-division level.demonstrate competence in writing skills at the upper division level as a requirement for the baccalaureate degree.
Students must earn proficiencyare eligible to fulfill the GWR milestone after reaching 90 unitsjunior standing. The GWR must be fulfilled at Cal Poly, not at another campushowever, students who have previously satisfied the requirement at another CSU campus before transferring to Cal Poly are considered to have met the GWR, in accordance with CSU Executive Order 665. 
Students may meet satisfy the GWR through one of the following options:
(1) (1) Earn a C or better in a GWR-certified upper-division course, with a C or better on the major GWR writing assignment and at least 35% of the final grade based on the cumulative grade of all writing projects; OR 
(2) pass the Writing Proficiency Exam (WPE) with a score of eight out of 12 possible points OR (Earn credit for UNIV 401: GWR Portfolio, a 0-unit course that carries a $35 fee.2) pass an approved upper-division course with a grade of C or better AND receive certification of proficiency in writing based on a 500-word in-class essay.
For additional information, consult the Writing Skills and Learning website  https://writingandlearning.calpoly.edu/GWR
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